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8:30am Welcome and Overview of the Day 
Welcome David Edwards, PhD 

Program Coordinator  

 Allison Karpyn, PhD 
Co-Chair, CRE Planning Committee  

 Call to Action 

Why Community Engaged Research Matters 

Gwendoline Angalet, PhD 
CEO of GBA Consulting 

 Land Acknowledgement  
Lee Pachter, DO 
Community Engagement and Outreach Core Leader  

9:00am Address from Governor Carney  

 The Honorable John Carney 
Governor, State of Delaware  

9:15am Keynote Address – Introduction by Lee Pachter, DO 

Building Full Spectrum Translational Research Teams of Laboratory Investigators, Practicing 
Clinicians, Patients, and other Stakeholders  

Rhonda G. Kost, MD and Jonathan Tobin, PhD, FAHA, FACE 
Center for Clinical & Translational Science  
The Rockefeller University 

10:15 – 10:30am Break 
  

10:30am Podium Project Presentations –Moderator:  Omar Khan, MD, MSH, FAAFP 

AnnMarie Brescia, MD 
Synovial Biomarkers in Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis 

Shannon Virtue, Psy.D. 
A Patient-Centered Perspective on Managing Type 2 Diabetes during Breast Cancer Treatment  

Scott Siegel, PhD, MHCDS 
Pragmatic RCT of a Precision Pharmacotherapy Hospital-Based Smoking Cessation Intervention  

 Katrina Morrison, EdD 
Exploring the Health of Black Girls in Delaware 

 
  



 
 

11:45am 
Community Engaged Research Panel: Benefits, Challenges & Realities 
Moderator:  Marlene Saunders, DSW, MSW, LMSW 

Dorothy Dillard, PhD 
Director, Center for Neighborhood Revitalization and Research, Delaware State University 

Vicky Funanage, PhD 
Executive Director, Research, Nemours Children’s Health 

Jennifer Sims-Mourtada, PhD 
Director, Translational Breast Cancer Research, Helen F. Graham Center, ChristianaCare  

Erica Sood, PhD 
Pediatric Psychologist, Nemours Children’s Health, Delaware 
 

12:45pm Lunch  

Please enjoy viewing our virtual poster gallery which will be playing during this break. 

1:30pm Workshops 

Latinx Health  

This workshop will explore the ways in which the Latino community is currently engaged in research in 
Delaware and hear from leadership of the CTR in Puerto Rico to share best practices, needs and strategies for 
engagement.  

Workshop Leaders:    Edna Acosta Pérez, PhD, MSc 
Associate Professor, University of Puerto Rico  

Alicia Salvatore, DrPH, MPH 
Director of Community-Engaged Research, ChristianaCare  

Marizaida Sánchez-Cesáreo  
University of Puerto Rico 

Keishla Y. Hernández Vargas, M.A., 
Instituto Tercera Mision (IM3) at Albizu University 

Moderator:   Omar Khan, MD  

 

Environmental Justice and Community Engagement 

This workshop will focus on community engagement efforts to address environmental inequities.  The 
presenters will share strategies, examples, lessons learned and effective approaches to addressing 
environmental issues of concern to community members, in partnership with researchers. 
 

Workshop Leaders:  Omega and Brenda Wilson  
Co-Founders, West End Revitalization Association  

Ayo B. Wilson  
Director, West End Revitalization Association (WERA)  
Clean Energy & Climate Justice Initiative 
 

Moderator:   Marlene Saunders, DSW 

Facilitator:  Cassandra Codes-Johnson, MPA 



 
 

1:30pm Workshops (continued) 

 

Community Engagement Across the Translational Spectrum 

This workshop will address the earlier forms of translational research, how, when, and why community 
engagement matters, and provides exemplar strategies from two groups on the cutting edge of this work for 
discussion.  

Workshop Leaders:  Dana Ketcher, PhD, MPH  
University of Minnesota Medical School  

Rhonda G. Kost, MD 
The Rockefeller University 

Jonathan N. Tobin, PhD, FAHA, FACE 
The Rockefeller University   

Moderator:   Lee Pachter, DO 

Facilitator:   Anuradha Hashemi, MPH  

Technical Presentation/ Grant Writing 

This workshop will walk through the basic ins and outs of grant writing and will provide a toolbox of resources 
that can help make the process simpler and less time consuming. 

Workshop Leaders:  Allison Karpyn, PhD 
Co-Director, Center for Research Education & Social Policy 
University of Delaware  

Mia Papas, PhD, MS 
Chief Scientific Officer,  
Institute for Research on Equity and Community Health 
ChristianaCare 

 


