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Innovation. Acceleration. Translation. 

Meet Alan Dutton, DSU-User Services

We would  like  to  introduce  Mr,  Alan  Dutton  as  one  of  our  new 
support members for ACCEL. Mr. Dutton works in Users Services at 
Delaware State University.   Prior to   joining DSU six years ago he 
served  in  both  the  military  and  civil  service  at  Dover  Air  Force 
Base.   Mr. Dutton has been instrumental in assisting Dr. Sangeeta 
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Gupta inn distributing ACCEL related communications at DSU. From fixing computer issues, too 
upgrading the current teleconferencing system, Alan helps keep ACCEL at DSU running smoothly. 
When asked how he is enjoying some of his new responsibilities, he replied that he enjoys helping out 
and being of service. We are pleased to have Mr. Dutton as part of the ACCEL Team!

Introducing:  Dr. Michele Lobo, PT, PhD 

 
Dr. Michele Lobo, PT, PhD received her MPT from Hahnemann 
University and her Movement Science PhD from the University of 
Delaware. She is co-Director of the Move to Learn Innovation Lab 
and Director of the Super Suits FUNctional Fashion and Wearable 
Technology Program at the University of Delaware. She has also 
been a visiting researcher at The Free University, Amsterdam, and 
the University of California, Berkeley. Dr. Lobo’s research focus is 
on  developing  and  testing  early  interventions  and  devices  to 
increase cognitive and motor function through participation, play, 
and  learning.  Her  NIH-,NSF-,  and  DOE-funded  group  has 
members  from  rehabilitation,  developmental  psychology, 
engineering,  and  fashion  and  recently  developed  the  first 
exoskeletal garment for rehabilitation.

Dr. Lobo, in partnership with Christiana Care Health Systems (CCHS), is the Primary Investigator on 
the Baby Play Intervention. This intervention is designed to reduce potential cognitive and motor 
delays in premature infants. Since the start of the program 12 months ago, twelve infants and their 
families have participated in the program. Developmental delays are not typically detected before 12 
months of age, which is the purpose of Dr. Lobo’s Baby Play Intervention. The goal of this program is 
to help families learn how to interact and play with their infants in a natural setting to decrease the 
potential  need  for  early  intervention.  Although  this  program  is  designed  to  assist  families  with 
premature infants, healthy infants and families can benefit from the program as well. By participating 
in  the  Baby  Play  Intervention  program,  families  can  help  their  infants  reach  the  appropriate 
milestones for their development within the comfort of their own home.
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Another goal of the program is to reduce therapy outside 
of the home, which would save families' time and money. 
By  making  small  changes  with  play  and  interaction, 
parents can minimize these potential delays. Parents who 
participate in the program are asked to log their play and 
interactions daily. Finally, a follow-up check in is required 
at the end of the program to assess the progress of the 
infant.

Dr. Lobo is seeking to enroll additional families in to the 
Baby Play Program. She is looking for infants between
the ages and three and nine months. Infants may be born  

premature or full term. If you or someone you know may 
be  interested,  please  visit  https://sites.udel.edu/
move2learn/  to  learn  more  or  contact  Dr.  Lobo  at     
malobo@udel.edu.

Nonparametric Covariance Function
Estimation for Functional Data 

When: Thursday, June 6, 2019
Time: 12:00-1:00 pm,
Where: Christian Care Health Systems Value Institute; 8E50 A/B 
Online: https://bluejeans.com/361095905
Register Here                      
 More Information Here

Keep reading for more upcoming events!
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When: June 14, 2019 from 12:00-1:00 pm
Speaker: Sean Hennessy, University of Pennsylvania  
Where: Christiana Hospital, Ammon Center 
Online: https://bluejeans.com/361095905

Pharmacoepidemiology: An Academic Perspective

Pharmacoepidemiology is the study of the health effects of drugs and other medical products in real-
world populations. It is also the basic science underlying the public health practice of drug safety 
surveillance.  This  talk  will  describe the role  of  Pharmacoepidemiology is  assessing the safety of 
prescription drugs after they have approved, and summarize the study designs and data options that 
are most frequently used in pharmacoepidemiology.  
 
Click here to Register or For More Information 

Clinical and Translational Research Retreats Program

An effective method of encouraging interdisciplinary collaborations and multi-institutional research 
projects is to promote formal and informal meetings. To promote high-impact areas of research and 
interdisciplinary collaboration, the ACCEL Clinical & Translational Research Program will provide 
limited financial support (up to $5,000) to researchers and clinicians for a one-day focused Research 
Retreat with the specific intention of stimulating new collaborations. Successful retreats will generate 
ACCEL pilot  grant  proposals,  mentored  research  development  awards  applications,  and/or  future 
publications. ACCEL pilot project grant proposals that emerge from these retreats are given funding 
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https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/4C55518EBB0C084B
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priority.  Retreats should be aimed to involve researchers from more than one ACCEL institution. 
Areas of high important to the ACCEL program include physical rehabilitation, cancer, cardiovascular 
diseases,  stroke, obesity,  women’s health and infant mortality.  Funds may be used for conference 
hosting as well  as for travel of guest speakers or participants (e.g.,  between Delaware and South 
Carolina). Administrative support for the retreat will be provided.

Visit https://www.de-ctr.org/dash/apps/proposal/retreat/: You must have a DE-CTR ACCEL account 
and be logged-in to apply.

For additional information, please contact Dr. Tom Buchanan (buchanan@udel.edu or 302-831-2410).

This grant just may help jumpstart an award!

 If you were a participant in a recent ACCEL Workshop or Retreat, you may be eligible to submit a 
proposal for a new grant mechanism called a Jumpstart Grant. We are offering Jumpstart Grants to 
teams of investigators who have completed an ACCEL-sponsored Retreat or Workshop, to help them 
develop new clinical and translational research proposals. To be eligible, the PI must have participated 
in an ACCEL Research Retreat or Workshop from which the Jumpstart proposal has emerged. 
Applicants may request up to $20,000 for 6 months. The funds may be used for investigator release
time, collection of preliminary data, hiring consultants, or holding additional retreats to help the 
investigators write a research grant proposal. The goal of this program is to create a team which will 
collaboratively submit a proposal for an ACCEL pilot grant or an external grant. This mechanism has 
a rolling submission.
 
Please go to www.de-ctr.org, choose Funding Opportunities from the menu tab and select Jumpstart 
grants to download forms and submit your proposals. Each person on the proposal will need to 
register on the website.

Contact Tom Buchanan at Buchanan@udel.edu with questions.
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SAVE THE DATE

ACCEL Community Research Exchange

Monday, September 23, 2019

Co-Chairs: Omar Khan MD, Lee Pachter DO Conference Manager: Azarri Badawi 
MPH

Location: University of Delaware, Clayton Hall Conference Center, Newark, DE

Please join us as we look to the future of community engagement in research! We 
expect this to be a stimulating and productive event with expert keynote speakers, 
engaging panel discussions, your choice of interactive workshops, and networking 
opportunities. This event will help develop partnerships for research to improve key 
outcomes in health. Researchers, health care providers, community organizations, 
community members, and health care leaders are encouraged to attend.

Questions? Contact us at accelceo@de-ctr.org or 302-320-9512.

Work supported by an Institutional Development Award (IDeA) from the National 
Institute of General Medical Sciences of the National Institutes of Health under grant 
number U54-GM104941 (PI: Binder-Macleod).

COMMUNITY RESEARCH EXCHANGE 

mailto:accelceo@de-ctr.org
mailto:accelceo@de-ctr.org
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JIN Calls 

Thursday morning JIN Calls feature a brief podcast that will 
be recorded and posted in the JIN Toolkit (hyperlink below).  
C h e c k  o u t  t h e  s c h e d u l e  a n d 
let   Erin.Riegel@nemours.org   know  if  you  would  like  to 
present! 

May 30, 2019  
Speaker: Jennifer Carrano, PhD  
Topic  Substance  Use  Disorder  Recovery  Among  Individuals  Living  in  Recovery 
Residences   
 
June 6, 2019 
Speaker: Susan Birkoff, PhD, RN  
Topic: Mobile Health Tracking Apps 

Professional Development Workshops

Balancing your Life Work Story 
Half day workshops on June 6, 2019 at Nemours

The  ACCEL Professional  Development  Core  will  host  a  workshop  conducted  by 
Dennis Morris, LSW (www.instituteofrespect.com).  The workshop is called BYLAWS 
or Balancing Your Life Work Story.   If you have ever stressed over work life balance 
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JUNIOR INVESTIGATORS NETWORK 

mailto:Erin.Riegel@nemours.org
http://www.instituteofrespect.com/
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then this workshop is for you!  Please see the attached flyer to learn more about Dennis 
and the BYLAWS program.   We will have two sessions on June 6th on the Nemours 
property (Shands House).  A morning session will begin at 9 am (breakfast available at 
8:30), followed by a lunch open to both sessions starting at noon, and second session 
will begin at 1 pm and and end at 4 pm.  The sessions will be capped at 12 participants 
in  each  session  so  if  you  are  interested,  and  can  commit  to  attending,  please 
let Erin.Riegel@nemours.org know as soon as possible.  All attendees will receive one 
hour of free consultation services from Dennis. 

File: ByLaws revised March 18 (002).docx

link to original post: https://www.de-ctr.org/user/login?destination=node/15067

ACCEL Strategic Initiative to Partner with the State, CCHS, and Nemours on 
Ongoing or Planned Programs Targeted to Improve the Health of Delawareans

What ACCEL is proposing to do: 
Strengthen  the  Research  and/or  Evaluation  Component  of  Ongoing  or  Planned 
Programs Targeting Improvements in the Health of Delawareans.  
Targeted Partners:
State of Delaware, Christiana Care Health System, Nemours AI duPont Hospital for 
Children
ACCEL Priorities:
Rehabilitation, Cancer, Cardiovascular Diseases, Stroke, Big Data, Obesity, Women’s 
Health and Infant Mortality, Community Engaged Research
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mailto:Erin.Riegel@nemours.org
mailto:Erin.Riegel@nemours.org%C2%A0
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https://www.de-ctr.org/user/login?destination=node/15067
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Community Needs Assessment Results Top Priorities:
Mental and Behavioral Health; Social Determinants of Health; Substance Use/Misuse 
and Opioid Epidemic; Health Disparity/Equity

Stay Tuned for more information!

Make sure to "Like" our Facebook page!

Learn about funding opportunities, 
upcoming events and to see what is 

happening at ACCEL here first!

CLICK HERE to "Like" and stay informed!
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https://www.facebook.com/dectraccel/
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